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A comparative study on the development models of rural tourism from the community residents’
perspective: A case study of Xizhou and Shuanglang regions, areas surrounding the Erhai Lake
YANG Rong-bin', CHE Zhen-yu? LI Ru-heng'
(1. College of Engineering, Dali University, Dali, Yunnan 671003, China; 2. Institute of architecture and urban planning,
Kunming University of Science and Technology, Kunming, Yunnan 650500, China)
Abstract : Rural tourism is one of the main ways to develop the rural economy. The development models of rural tourism
have a great impact on the local society, economy and culture. As the main part of the rural economic development,
community residents play an important role in promoting the local tourism. Based on the survey data, in-person
interviews, and filed investigations in Xizhou and Shuanglang regions, areas surrounding the Erhai Lake, this paper
analyzed the development models of rural tourism and tried to explore the sustainable development pattern for the local
rural tourism. Results show that there are two development models of the rural tourism around the Erhai Lake areas: the
grassroots organizations-led model and the community residents-led model. The grassroots organizations-led model is a
top-down development pattern. It develops the local rural tourism with government leading, community participation, and
tourism enterprises supporting, giving priority to the government planning. While the community residents-led model is a
bottom-top development pattern, with community leading, government and tourism enterprises supporting. As the users
and protectors of the rural tourism resources, community residents should lead the development of local rural tourism,
spontaneously use and protect the resources and try to adopt a sustainable development pattern of rural tourism.
Key words:rural tourism; community residents; development model; area surrounding the Erhai Lake; Xizhou;
Shuanglang
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Fig. 1 Xizhou and shuanglang location map
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Table 2 Rural tourism core stakeholders
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Table 3 Basis statistics of community residents and their
main income sources (%)
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Table 4 Participation in the tourism management of the
community residents and the reasons (%)
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Table 5 Change of community residents’ work and life in
tourism development (%)
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Table 6 Attitudes and suggestions from the community residents for rural tourism (%)
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Table 7 Comparison of the rural tourism development models
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